Greek and Russian lconographer’s Manuals:
content and Structure

Nelly LINDGREN (Stockholm)

[conographic manuals, or painter’s manuals, contain drawings or textual descriptions of the
iconographic motifs, images and compositions and also technical instructions for the icon
painter. They are generally divided into two basic types: the pattern-book (licevaj podlinnik
in Russian) and the text manual (fofkovyj podiinnik in Russian). Pattern-books contain the
drawings of the motifs and images with a short commentary in the margins (Fig. 1). Text
manuals include a more or less detailed textual description of the motifs (Fig. 2).

Text manuals give the common idea of the icon image, but they do not provide infor-
mation on icon schools or icon styles. Especially Russian text manuals comprise rich infor-
mation about saints, not only their images but even hiographical details, and therefore con-
stitute a less known part of the hagiographic literature. Such information can be obtained
also from other sources, but in text manuals it is systematically organized and possible to
treatl statistically.

Byzantine manuals comprise entirely technical instructions such as De Coloribus at
Artibus Romanorum of Eraclius and De Diversis Artibus of Theophilus which are preserved
from the |1th-13th centuries. This tradition was continued in Libre Dell'Arte of Cennino
Cennini and later in Western Europe where a considerable number of technical manuals
appeared in different handicrafts.!

The Greek and the Russian manuals for the icon painters are preserved mostly from the
I7th-18th centuries. They include not only technical instructions but also iconographic
material, These manuals are developed from earlier Greek texts: in his Hermeneia?
Dionysios refers earlier sources, and in other Greek manuals preserved from the 18th-19th
centuries fragments are present which also indicates an earlier tradition.® Thus, earlier
Byzantine manuals, which are not identified, may have included iconographic material as
well as technical instructions.

The Byzantine menologia and the Greek pattern-books are pointed out in the literature
on icon painting as the source of the Russian manuals, both text manuals and pattern-books, *

———

' R W. SCHELLER, A Survey of Medieval Model Books, Haarlem 1963.

Manuel d'iconographie chrétienne, greque et latine avec une introduction et les notes par. M.
Dlﬂﬁpbd, traduit du manuscript byzantin “Le guide de la peinture™, Paris; P, Durand 1845, Hermeneia
of Dionysios of Fourna, the well-known Greek manual including both technical instructions and
onographic material, is written about 1730

i The “Painter’s manual " of Dionysius of Fourna. An English translation, with Commentary by P.
tﬁ’i_;r‘;mr{mc-mu, of cod, gr. 708 in the Saltykov-Shehedrin State Public Library, Leningrad, London
s . IV,

F. I. BusLasmev, OGwne monamus o pyecioll ukononicy, in: CHopurk ofmectea
pesnepycckoro HCKyCoTBA, St Peterburg, 1866, D. A. GrIGOROV, Pycoxull uxomonucHbii
O0aunmue, in: 3an. Pycckoro apxeonormueckoro ofmectsa, T. 111, Moskva 1887, N. V.
P':‘Kkﬁvsxu, Oyepki NaMAMKUKDS XPUCHUAHCKOLO Wekyoomea o wkodoppacuw, SL
Hlertburg 1910°%; D. A. Rovinskil, Ofoapenie ukononucanua 6 Poccuu 0o konua XVII gexa, St 159




Figure 1. Strogancvsitf podiirnik from the end of the 1Tth contury: page for a
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Figure 2. Tichwin text manual, 1231 puge for July 14



Ol Russian chronicles contain evidences about Greek peinters and their hooks and rolls
used by thetr pupils in Kiev Russta and later* The Byzantine icons and miniatures were alsg’
used s patierns by Russian toon painters. Russian mamuscripts provide much evidence for
the existence and use of s rolls and separate pattemn sheets, called prosst, copied from the
finest feans. Prorisi were still in use at the end of the 19th century. Tt 1s supposed that by the
end of the 16th centary these separale pattems Were gathered into a codex, that i3 & pattem-
book.

The evolution of text manuals is more complicated that is the case with patterm-books,
Russian pattern-books were copied from Greek drwings or patntings.® Text manoals, how-
ever, are the result of compilation from many different sources: menologia, SyHTanka,
hagiographic literature, litsrgic books, and pefual paintings. The Russian text tmanual dovel
aped into 4 specific type of manual, which differs from the known Byzantine and Greek:
matmals both in content and strachire.

Besides the pattern-books and text manuals there obwvicusly existed some older transs-
Honal forms. A Greek-Georgian ifluminated menologion’ written in 1495-1500 al Meount
Athios was @ subject for several paleographic articles between 1912 and 1983 * 1y is written
parily in Greek and partly in Georgian and contains detailed and coloared mintatures of
mare than 900 iconographic images and compositions. This kind of manual was diffscult
and expensive 10 produce 50 it never hecame comman. Later pattern-books included oaly
drawings, 45 is the case with, ¢.g., the well-known Stroganovsky pollinnik.? o

It was suggested at the end of the 19th century that a text manual was a later ExXTVer-
sien of a patiern-book, developing short marginal comments into longer texts U The Gr% |
Georgian manuscript 15 an unusual type of menslogton containing both illuminations and
texts. It shows that the relation between both forms - pattern-books and text manuals - was.
more complex and that ther development involved difterent models '

Belerburg 1907; T P, SACHAROY, Haratdomatin 0 PYecEoss seomanemmee 1-2, Gt P-:M
1£49- | 850, =0
5[ P Sacamoy, Hacabdoaauia o pyrckoss iwpronicasie 2, St Prtechurg 1849, pp. 3-18
6 o A Croorov,  Peoocod EROHORUCWA  odausdiy, 10 3al PyccEn .
ApREOAOTIFTECKIT0 OfnecTea, T. 11, Moskva [B8T, pp. 3-4, 74, L P. SaCHARDY, Hacafdosanl I'LI
o pycoroank wkonenacain: 1, 51 Peterburg. 1849, pp. 312 B

=y
1 The Greek-Georgiun illuminated menologion 01-58 at the Saltykov-Stedrin State Public Libeary,
Sanki-Pererkurg, e
b QLT ABRAMOVIC, Caedewnn 0 ApUnGPEmENtRY OrRdeleniR pywonucei & 13 b T
Cooprk Poccwitcxof TlySauaoit ERGanoTegi, I:1, Petsograd 1910; M. L. Oty &
[ p3HRER O PYKTTIACTL ¢ MAERUATRHNLAN, - XpucTHaRckih BocTok, 5t Peterburg, 1Y
4344 L. SEvaRSIDEE, Mumeanvope pysonuce Kymauci 115w Menunzpas 8-
Coobmeints AH CCCP, 14(1), cep. 56, Thilisi 1953; V. D. Licuaceva, Xydowecie
b AEHEE MOHOAGEIN 2 [YRHCKLN EVEORRIERDM  KOHIE X1V cmodentis, e
MemgyHapomILil CHMIOTMYM 00 FPYIRECKOMY HCKYCcTny. Thilisl 1977; L, M. JE
Tpeka-2pVAIHCKAN PYKORICE U3 codpanis Noc TTyGainoi Bufiaomiestl
Canmpexoas-lledpeir, inl Drevnerusskoe (shussho. Rukopisngja kriga. Musken 15835
67
U Cmpooark sRotoRueRBIA Amesoi oo, Moskva: Hyvrosuai Aﬂlﬂﬂﬁ

0 A GeicORny, Preoenuni EKOHGIICHRLE prodiaiinnen, 10 Sai. Pycoeord aps
goro oomectsa, 1. 10, Maskva 1887, pp. 3-6 L P Saciarov, Hacrbaonania ¢ P
aceonicmni: 2. 8§ Peterburg 1849, pp. 3-12; Epauiiia wak TR AR (F SR
MekvecTE, COCHNIMAEHNOE (EpOMOIONT 8 WieoRUCieM T IR P

s, Tpyaesl Bicackoft Jlyxomaon Axaesiin 2 {1668) pp. 370-272,




This Greek-Georgian illuminated menologion s in fact one of the oldest known man-
uscripts that can be referred 1o as an iconographic manual. The illuminations in the mano-
senpt are arranged thematically into several cycles. The texts are of various content and not
gystemiatically organized, The illuminations are e most important part of the ¢odex while
the text is a complementary part. Many compositions have two or thres iconographic vari-
ants in different cycles. A remarkably great number of personal images also shows that the
maruscript was obviously created and wsed a5 a kind of pattern-book. Thus, iconographic
manunls were in use as early a% at the end of the 15th cenlury,

This conclusion is confirmed by several features in the Tichvin text manual from
Northern Russia.!! This manuscript was written at 1831 but the protograph must have been
much eldes, from the end of the 15th century.’? The language includes some archaic forms
and lexemes. Furthermore, the Holy Princes Viadimir, Boris and Gleb are not mentioned,
although their celebration was practically compulsory for the whole Russian Church after
the councils 1547-1551. The protograph was supposedly written before their proclamation,

Another argument for the older protograph of the Tichvin manual is the anachronism
in the use of the calendar. Three months in the calendar - April, June and July - are called
geeond, fourth, and fifth respectively, with the erder counted from Mars. The other months
Rave the Old Church Slavonic mames instead of numbers, However, the introduction text
shows clearly that the scribe considered September the first month of the vear, Then the pro-
igraph used the calendar staning from Mars. The calendar starting at September was used
by the Russian Church from the 10th century, while the secular calendar was beginning at
Mars, From the 16th century both Church and secular calendars in Russia start at Septzmber
Thus, the manuscript using Mars calendar must have been wrilten before the beginning of
the I6th cenpury

The strocture

The comparison of the contents in manuals of varioos origins shows differences in sequence
and volume among parts (Fig. 3). Byzantine manuals preserved comprise only the technical
part. The Greek manuals usually have three main parts. (1) The first one containg technical
metructions on the whole working process from preparation of the brushes to varpishing of
4 readdy feon. (2) The second part is an iconographic one. It contains descriptions of the
"Mages and compositions, which are divided thematically into smaller chapters on the para-
bles. the saints, the martyrs, ete. Descriptions of figures follow the same scheme including
the fimited number of features as age of a person, shape and colour of hair and beard, ges-
ires, aiirbutes, and type of clothing, Descriptions of the saints are organized thematically,
"t chronologically. However, the calendsr is present in the end of the second part of the
h_:"f‘]'l (3) The third part of the Greek manual contains special technical instrection on the

osition of the paintings in the chusch and sometimes chapters on, £.g., fresco painting
i inscription texts.

g

l Manuscript No. 75-116, Royal Libmry, Stockholm, described a5 a text manual, see pote 12,

gy Nelly LiNooren, En nordrysk ikommdlarkandbak | Sverige, Konsthistorisk Tidskrift 64 (1995)
1'2?"3: eadem, fTaseorpaghoiecknnd auaAl CesepROPYOCKDI0 UEONSRUCHO2E RO IuNHIDE,
Fadian- American Slavie Studies, in press,
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164 detailed compasison of the content ks o subpoct for further studies.
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(Fig. 3). The iconographic part s arranged thematically into six cyeles: (1) The
evenis; (2) The Great feasts; (3) Images of saints; (4) Selected events; (5) The Hlumi
menologiom and {6} The miracles and the parables of Christ,

Bulgarian text manuals preserved from the [Tth-18th centurics have the same stn
Hﬂmmmd,mmgmphk,panufﬂnﬁtﬂkmunh,ﬁﬂ!ﬂmmlhmltk el
and largely the same content ' The technical pant s not present, but the third part on:
painting and tnseriptions is included in the middle of the iconographic part, beb
parables and the Great feasts (Fig. 3),

In the Russian text manuals the calendar part is developed imto the main part conoen
ing the yolume and the content. The technical part is much shorter than in Greek m
and obviously less important, It is placed at the end of the manuscript o sometimes

mmlrdmmfmmdﬂiﬁ&mmmm.dﬁpmdingmdmimﬂpﬂmfl
asts, contacts, and experiences. There is no evidence that entirely technical manuals
-mﬂmﬂuﬂmhﬂhmpﬂﬂm.mfwmmﬂﬂmimuﬂnicd A
ﬁmﬂihuﬂemﬁﬂuﬁﬁ'ﬂﬂumufimumﬁummdmtmmihltwﬂhﬁrﬂ

Especially in non-Greek manuals - Bulgarian, Georgian, and Russian - the
gmpi&npnﬁaﬁummmmnmi:mpﬁumhﬂmm;ndmmmhﬂn 1
ber of texts; non-Slavic names, biographies, dates, ritunls and other duts coming fram c=8
Mﬁwhm}.hlhmmmmemhmwwhﬂ W
takn as much information as possible.

i*  The orgsnisation of dﬂnnﬁﬂnmm;ﬂm.m the greater part of
siderable resemblance, Greek mantals have severn chaptens
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Firure 4. Russian calendars of varkous age: proportions of Byzantine, Russian
&l Morth Bussian Saints

The calendar

The calendar of the Russian manuals comprized predominantly Byzantine sainig (Fig. 4).
Only fourieen Russian saints were proclaimed between the 10th and 15th centuries. My
comparison of the content of several calendars in the manials and semelogio of different
nges gshows that the main part consisting of Byzantine and afl-Slavic saints changed very
little between the 12th and 18th centuries. The oldest known Ruossian versions of calendars
from the 12-13th centuries bave content identical with the Greek menologia of the same age.
The share of the Byzantine saints in the oldest Russian calendar from the 13th century is
about 95%, while the number of Bussian saints 15 insdgnificant, These proportiions are aboul
the same unbl the beginning of the 190 century, In the canonical version of the 18t centu-
ry calendar of metropolitan Makarios 97% of saints are Byzantine and only 3% Russian.

Actually more Ruossian saints were proclaimed after the councils 1547-1554 but it did
e influence the official church calendar immediately, Mahy new saints were celebrated
only locally, The tocal Russian church wsually celebrated st first the most important
Bvzantine and all-Slavic sainis, secondly, the little group of all-Bossian sainis proclaimed
before the 15th century and already compulsory for the whole Russian church, and finally,
the local saines, many of them not being proclaimed at all. This special situation in the
peripheral local churches is illustrated by the Morth Bussian manscript of the tear manwal
from Tichvin wrinen in the beginning of the I'8th century. It contains only 45% of the
Byzantine and 55% of the Russian saints. More than a third part of these Russian saints are
local North Russian,

The calendar part in the Russfan manuals is also quite different from the Greek manu-
&lz concerning length and costent of descriptions. The calendar in the oldest Russian man-
uals exactly follows the Synaxarion and usually it is completed with an index in the begin-
ning or in the end of the manuscript. Deseriptions include the same features s in Greek

—

" Bes Material
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manuals the age of the person, the shape and the colour of the habr and the beard, the kind
of clothing, the gestures and the attributes. In Russian manuals are also inchded:

1. Compulsory and detailed data on the calour of clothing and tmportant defails.
of the motif {in Greek manuals such information is poor and limited 1o the
colour terms white, hlack and golden}

2. Bigraphical data, sometimes even n shoft vira

3. Details of clothing, even minos ofies

4. Descriptions of landscape, buildings, secondary figures, and objects.

These deviatbons in calendar structure depend on the Fact that descriptions, in Greek,
manuals were mostly codifications of ectual paintings while in the vast areas of Russis the
shortage of the ofd icons and wall paintings made it necessary 1o use the wriilen sources.
The great number of details compensated for the lack of standards,

The function

In the 17th century many local Russian saints were excluded from the official calendar, but
bocally they were celebrated and painted anyhow, Icon painters ioving through the country
from one patron to another needed the patierns of many Iocal images, so they were forced
1> find oul the material about lesser known saints in synaxaria and other sources, such a8
liturgic and reading books of different types. The volume and content of the text manuals
from the 18th- 19th centuries are very close to thess popular compiled manuscripts contain-
ing stories about salnts from different sources Text manuals assumed the structure of a
Synaxarion and 4 large amount of hagiographic data coming closer Lo menologia. '

These text manuals were rather overloaded and supposedly ineffective as painter’s
manuals so the guestion is what their real function was. The text manual was used as u read-
ing book, a church calendar, and 2 local book for celebration of memorial services as i8
obvious from the matginal notes in the Tichvin manuscript. It was a kind of encyclopaedia
for the monks and priests of the lpcal Russian churches, which had to hold services and to
paint icons as well,

Manuals were compiled by the icon painters themselves. During the long Iistory of the
icon painting in Russia there ts no evidence that the iconographic manuals were ever the
subject for edicts or censorship. The political centralisation of Russia around Moscow in the
15th century brought also a centralisation of social and religious life. A long line of docd=—
ments on many aspects of the state and the ¢hurch activities appeared Special official
cananical versions of liturgie texis were made. Service books were corrected at the samé
fime. Several edicts dealing with icon painting emerged under the councils 1547-1554.
They were dealing with the education and the status of jcon painters, the rules on the sale ol -
fcons, and the improvement of the standard of icon painting. The painter’s manual 15 nﬂ.\t,-é
even mentioned in these documents, Manuals have never been printed either. and the |
Church has not tried 10 create & corrected official version, as was the case with Synarariof -
Menologion, and other texts, Thus, the manuals were the property of the pamigrs.

The well-known council 1551 named Stoglav has as its 43rd chapter On the feof
painters and the real ieons where the main demand upon icon painters was that they should
paint after the patterns of the old masters.'s Manuals arc not named here either. They :

166  Crmioaaes, Sankt Peterburg 1863, pp. 150-154.



alwinusly considered as the painter’s private reference books. On the other hand, Stoglav
gnderlined the significance of the old canonic patterns. From this moment the manuals
pecate necessary and common

The edictz of Stoglay made [9th cenlury scholars assume that the manuals appeared
after that coancil and due to it.'* However, two new text manuals, written in the beginning
of the 16th century, were discovered already at the end of the 19th century ' Their publi-
catlon did not cause any noticeable discussion on the age of the earlier manuals, probably
depending on the tense political situotion in Russia ar that tiee, Anyhow, these two manu-
gk were obviously created before Stoglay. The Greek-Georgian and the Tichvin manuals
discussed sbove approve thot vadous forms. of icobographic manuals definitely exisied
pefore the 16th century.

Material

Greek souTces

Fpuiiif, WAt Sacmeetenic 5h WueoRucios peoycomell Hanucankor, HeasEchmhd ke,
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1474,

Bulgarian soarces
Huohoepaghen papaene, ped. A, Vasiwey, Sofia 1977,

Rissian sources

M. Sperasss, Bie ofies cCONCOKS HKOHOMACHArD nogmansnks XY e, in Yrenin v Hun
Ofimecred Heropin n [Ipesoctedt Poccifioknx; Moskva 1912,

Hironuonel rodiunney koeropoderoll pedawep me Coghufiorouy onucry sonna XV
seig, e COopAay Ha 1873 rog ofugecTen ApeeHepycckors HCEVCoTEd npi Mocxosckow
Iylmraaoat My3ee, Motkva 1873,

Caticwcnii unosoneens nodaunse, St. Peterburg 1895,

—
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APEBHEpYCCRarD mokycoToa, 51 Peterburg 1866, pp. 357-361; D, A, GRIGORDY, FProceint srows-
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1910, pp. 416,
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Otmecrnk Heropin u Tpesnocrei Poceifckns, Moskva 1912, pp. 68-71,
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